WA\A Washington Art Association
& Gallery

Important Updates from the Washington Art Association Board of Trustees
Dear Washington Art Association Members,

We appreciate everyone who attended the Annual Meeting of the Association on
January 26, 2025. Your candid feedback and dedication to the Washington Art
Association (WAA) are invaluable. The Board of Trustees acknowledges the
concerns raised and is fully committed to positive change, transparency, and
rebuilding trust within our community.

In response to the discussions at the Annual Meeting, the Board convened
Emergency Meetings to evaluate the feedback received and determine next steps.
Below are key updates and immediate action items:

LEADERSHIP UPDATES

Executive Committee
« Daphne Anderson Deeds has resigned as President of the Board
« Rod Pleasants has been appointed our new Board President
e Abbey Darer has been appointed as Vice President

Trustee Resignations
« Daphne Anderson Deeds
e« Andrew Craven
« Joe Austin (to assist with the transition of responsibilities before
departing)
o Jean Solomon (2025 Elected Trustee)
o Heather Neilson (2025 Elected Trustee)

We are actively seeking new Board members. If you or someone you know is
interested, please send enquiries to: comments@washingtonartassociation.org.

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR TRANSITION

« Simon Holt's last day as Executive Director was January 31. He will
remain a part time employee until March 31, 2025.

« Megan Marden has agreed to become interim Executive Director.
Additional information is forthcoming.

« A search committee for a permanent Executive Director is being formed
and will include Board Trustees and members of the Association.
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OPERATIONAL UPDATES

« All proposed plans for a new building and expansion are on hold.

« Ongoing operational and deferred building maintenance is being
managed by Board Trustee Darryl Wright through the instructors and
the office.

COMMITMENT TO TRANSPARENCY & ENGAGEMENT

The Board of Trustees' immediate priorities are to strengthen leadership, address
ongoing building maintenance, and enhance communication strategies. We are
committed to keeping our members informed and engaged. Your input and support
are crucial. If you have additional feedback, please send an email

to comments@washingtonartassociation.org.

We deeply appreciate the contributions of our current, past, and new Board
members, as well as the many members who dedicate their time, expertise, and
financial support to WAA. We are confident that, together, we can sustain,
strengthen and grow the Washington Art Association.

Sincerely,

Rod Pleasants, President
Abbey Darer, Vice President
Kenise Barnes

Paige Boller

Woodrow Campbell
Krystyana Czeiner

Sam Funk

Vanessa Henderson
Judy Jackson

Michele James

Barbara von Schrieber
Kathy Wenning

Darryl Wright
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