
WASHINGTON ART ASSOCIATION 
Saturday June 13, 2026  4 p.m. 
MeeAng Discussion Regarding PotenAal Purchase of the Former Bank Building 
Key Discussion Topics 
Purpose of Acquiring the Building 
Board members and supporters explained that acquiring the former bank building would: 

• Increase studio and classroom space. 
• Provide addiAonal exhibiAon and event space. 
• Support growth in educaAonal programming. 
• Allow expansion into new arAsAc disciplines, including: 

o CreaAve wriAng 
o SongwriAng 
o Digital arts 
o Performance-based arts 

• Help aVract younger and more diverse parAcipants by offering classes outside tradiAonal 
dayAme hours. 

• Create opportuniAes to bring in instructors from outside organizaAons such as 
Silvermine, Five Points, and the Brookfield CraZ Center. 

The concept was described as creaAng a "campus" with the exisAng faciliAes located within 
close proximity. 
Educa;onal Growth and Revenue 
Nate Cardonsky, ExecuAve Director, presented educaAonal growth staAsAcs and projecAons: 

• EducaAon programs have grown approximately 38% over the past year. 
• Current classroom space limits the number and variety of classes that can be offered. 
• Several instructors have expressed interest in teaching but cannot be accommodated 

due to scheduling and space limitaAons. 
• Preliminary financial projecAons suggest the building could generate addiAonal revenue 

through: 
o New classes 
o Workshops 
o Private instrucAon 
o Studio rentals 
o Expanded educaAonal offerings 

Board members emphasized that the projecAons were intenAonally conservaAve, though some 
members quesAoned whether projected enrollment growth could realisAcally be achieved 
within the proposed Ameframe. 
Building Characteris;cs 
Several speakers described the building's features: 

• Large open interior space. 
• Two bathrooms. 
• Kitchen area. 
• Two smaller studio rooms. 
• ExisAng slop sink. 
• Good natural light, parAcularly north-facing light. 



• Significant window exposure and visibility from downtown traffic. 
• Convenient parking. 
• BeVer sepAc capacity than current faciliAes. 
• Structurally sound with minimal renovaAon needs. 
• Building contains the Rimsky Train StaAon Mural created by one of the associaAon’s 

founders. 
Former instructors who taught in the building spoke posiAvely about the space and its visibility 
to the public. 
 
Alterna;ve Approaches and Concerns 
 
Several members raised concerns: 
 
Cohesion and Mission 
Some members quesAoned whether operaAng mulAple buildings would create a fragmented 
organizaAon and argued that arts programming should remain concentrated in a single locaAon. 
Others expressed concern that expanding into wriAng, performance, and other disciplines could 
dilute the associaAon's tradiAonal focus on visual arts. 
 
Financial Projec;ons 
QuesAons were raised about: 

• Whether revenue projecAons were overly opAmisAc. 
• AssumpAons regarding class enrollment and growth. 
• The speed at which new programming could be developed and sustained. 

Several members requested addiAonal Ame to review financial informaAon, noAng that 
supporAng documents had only recently been distributed. 
 
Exis;ng Facili;es 
Some members argued that: 

• Current faciliAes may be underuAlized. 
• The Norman Sunshine Center could potenAally accommodate addiAonal programming. 
• ExisAng buildings require conAnued investment and maintenance. 
• Priority should be given to improvements at current faciliAes before acquiring another 

property. 
 
Parking and Accessibility 
Board members explained that: 

• Parking at the Norman Sunshine Center remains a significant limitaAon. 
• Ongoing ADA-related improvements and mold remediaAon are underway. 
• AddiAonal space could make future renovaAons easier by allowing temporary relocaAon 

of programs. 
 
Suppor;ve Statements 
Several current and former board members spoke in favor of pursuing the purchase, ciAng: 



• Longstanding space limitaAons. 
• The rarity of acquiring commercial property in Washington. 
• The opportunity to control the future use of a neighboring property. 
• The potenAal for future appreciaAon of the real estate. 
• Increased educaAonal opportuniAes and membership growth. 

Former instructors noted that larger classroom capacity could aVract naAonally recognized 
instructors who currently find class sizes too small to jusAfy travel. 
 
Kirsten Peckerman Legacy 
Members discussed the significance of the bequest received from Kirsten Peckerman. 
One speaker noted: 

• Kirsten Peckerman contributed extensively to Washington-area nonprofit organizaAons 
over many years. 

• She was a strong supporter of the arts and community insAtuAons. 
• In the speaker's opinion, she would likely have supported exploring the opportunity. 

 
Process and Vo;ng 
QuesAons were raised regarding: 

• Whether the vote consAtuted approval of the purchase itself. 
• The role of the Finance CommiVee. 
• Electronic proxy voAng under the bylaws. 

Board representaAves clarified that: 
• The vote was intended to authorize conAnued exploraAon, negoAaAon  and the 

purchase if so concluded. 
• AddiAonal due diligence would sAll be required. 
• Finance CommiVee will review. 

Mo;on 
A moAon was made to move forward in the process to purchase the bank and with the 
recommendaAon from the board that they move forward to purchase the bank without the 
need for another meeAng .  The moAon was seconded and so moved. 
 
MeeAng concluded following member discussion and expressions of appreciaAon for the open 
forum process. 
 


